
St. Gregory the Great School 2016.2017 
Believers in the communion of saints!  

 
February Saints: Saints Monica and Augustine;   Grace/Quality: Believers 
in enduring love. 
 
The power and endurance of a mother’s love for her young 
is indeed one of the strongest bonds of affection, love and 
care that exist among all creatures of God’s earth. St. 
Monica had this type of enduring love for her son 
Augustine.  Monica loved all of her children but Augustine’s 
wayward behavior and attitude called forth a great deal of 
extra deliberate care and perseverance on Monica’s part. 
She never yielded in her efforts to see her beloved son find 
comfort and peace in God, and she endured countless 
sacrifices and health risks in her quest to help Augustine 
embrace the Christian faith. Monica’s quiet wisdom and 
courage, coupled with her earnest tears and prayers to God, 
bore fruit she could only have dreamed of.  
 
Monica lived to see Augustine and his son baptized in the church. Both Monica and 
Augustine believed that they should spread the Word of God to Africa, but Monica became 
very ill and died before they left for the trip.  Augustine wrote down the words that Monica 
said to him when she realized she would soon die.  “Son, nothing in this world now affords 
me delight. I do not know what there is now left for me to do or why I am still here, all my 
hopes in this world being now fulfilled.”  Monica’s enduring love for God brought her 
son to the love of God.  She would not quit!! 
 

St. Monica is a shining example for all of us today, bringing us courage and hope by 
guaranteeing that with the grace of God, good will, and perseverance, any difficulty can 
be overcome.   Let us always remember the strength of enduring love.   
 
Augustine only came to love and follow Christ in his mid-thirties.  Do know it is never too 
late for someone you care about to change due to prayer and love.  Never cease praying 
for yourself, others and the situations in your families and in the world.  

 
The following are some quotes of St. Augustine on enduring 
love: 
 
“Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient and ever 
new! Late have I loved you! And, behold, you were within 
me, and I out of myself, and there I searched for you.” 
 
“He who is filled with love is filled with God himself.”  
 
 Saints Monica and Augustine, pray for us!! 
 


